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LOCAL STANDING COMMITTEE MEETS IN NEW DELHI 

The Local Standing Committee of 
the Farmers' Forum, India met in New 
Delhi on August 10 and ll under the 
Presidentship of Dr. P. S. Deshmukh , 
Union Minister for Cooperation and 
President, Farmers' Forum, Ind;a. 
It was decided to hold the meetings 
of the Standing Committee on 
.Research, Crop Committees and the 
All India Farm ers' Council in Septem
ber. 

The meeting of the Al! India 
Farmers' Council will be held in 
Hyderabad from September 26 to 28, 
1957. 

Addressing the meeting Dr. P. S. 
Deshmukh said that he would place 
for considerat ion at the Council meet
ing the decisions · and recommenda
tions of the Crop Committees of the 
Forum which will meet in New Delhi 
during the first and second weeks of 
September . 

The meeting also decided to es
tablish a Bureau of Agricultura l Eco
nomics in the Forum. This will be a 
bureau of agriculture, economics , sta
tistics and information which will study 
various factors of agrarian economy , 
related to production and planning of 
crops and regulating import and ex
port policy. It will also study the de
mand for Indian agricultural commo
dities in foreign markets and will serve 
as a source of statistical information 
to the farmers. 

It was also decided in this meeting 
to form a Parliamentary Study Group 
of the F armers' Forum, tQ study various 
agrarian problems, especia lly those 
on which any legislation had been 
passed or was proposed to be passed. 

Tlus decision has been made con
sidering the fact that the present. Par
liament consists of larger number of 
farmers than previously. Therefore 
t he F orum proposes to benefit from 
this larger representation of the farm
ing community to see that prob !·ems 
that are of vital interest to t.he far
mers are thoroughly studied by the 
farmer p arliamentarians and the view 
point of the farmer is effectively 
placed before the government . 

The Local Standing Committee a lso 
discussed Shr.i R. K. Patil 's Report on 
Agrarian Cooperatives in China, Kri
shnappa Committee's Report on Agri
culture in China, Report of Shri George 
H. Wilson and the Questionnaire issued 
by the Foodgrains Enquiry Committee. 

Considering the programme for the 
establishment of sma II scale cooperative 
farms, the meeting emphasized that 
f! uch farms should in the beginning con
centrate only in the sphere of market
ing, credit and supply of <Jonsumer 
goods etc. · 

Dr. Deshmukh said that Farmers' 
Forum can help in the advancement 
of cooperative farming. There are 
certain aspects which can certainly be 
tackled successfully by the cooperative 
method. These farms may be started 
on a small experimental scale in cer
tain selected areas. 

Among other subjects· considered 
in the meeting were determining pro
cedure for starting District and Village 
level Forums and framing model bye
laws for the guidance of these Forums; 
taking up with the railways the case 
for providing cold storage warehouses, 
wooden wagons for transport and re
duction in freight charges. 

PUNJAB FARMERS' FORUM 

A Meeting of the Pw1jab Farmers' 
Forum . was held on July 4 in Chandi
garh under the Chairman~ hip of Shr i 
Pratap Singh Kairon, Chief Minister 
of Punjab and Pre~ident, Punjab 
Farmers' Forum . More than 200 far
mers from all parts of the State, dis
trict representativer, conveners and 
members of tate Forum's Exe
cutive Committee attended the meeting. 

Addressing the meeting Shri Kairon 
asked the farmers to strengthen the 
F armers' Forum so that this organi
sation could serve as a platform fer 
discussion of all agricultural problems 
and suggest methods for the improve
ment of agrarian economy. 

All the speakers who addresstd the 
meeting emphasized the necessity of 
strengthening the organisaticn and 
improving t'he economic conditions of 
the farmers. Among those who ad
dressed the m eeting were Shri Kartar 
Singh Dewa na, Shri Satwant Singh and 
Shri Vishwanath Puri. 

The meeting also formed the dis
trict committees and the district or
ganisers were aEked to constitute 
Tehsil sub-committees of the Forum in 
their respective areas. 

The resolutions passed in the meeting 
related to fixing the minimum price 
of all foodgrains so as to provide in
·ctmt ive to the prch:cerR for increasina 
production. I t was recommended 
that 'fertilizers should be made avai
lable to the cultivators at a rate not 
exceeding Rs. ll per maund. The 
meeting also recommended that the 
scheme for the formation of ware
houses should be t akm, up immediat ely 
and the members ·of the Forum shou1d 
?e consulp~d in alf;ID~fters relating t o 
tarming and agrariafi reforms. 



DELHI KRISHAK SAMAJ 

The D <>lhi Krishak Samaj has 
tlee i<letl to form the De !hi State 
YunHg Farmers' Assoc:iation in co
opcra.tion with the D evelopment 
Commis;; ioner and the Farmers ' 
F orum , In<lia . 

The Delhi Y.F.A. will orgt~ni se 
various programmes for the develop
ment of the rnl'al eommunitv. The 
Association will rtctivelv w~rk for 
1he implementation of ·the Second 
]'in• Year Pla n s ::-hemes relating to 
the ameliomtion of the village com
mnnity. 

KHANDESH FARMERS MEET 

The District Farmers' Forum , East 
Khandesh held a meeting on Ju ly 27. 
in which Shri B. C. Choudhry was 
Plected the President of the District 
Forum ami it was decided to celebrate 
Farmers' Da-y in the last week of Sep-
1Pmber. 

The meet.ing requested the Govern
ment to declare the minimum prices of 
foocigrains and other agricultural pro
duce before the season and to re
duce the railway freight for p lantain 
wagon · in the imerest of farmers. It 
was also recommended that manures and 
other material required by the farmers 
should be sold at fixed and reasonable 
ratPs, which 'should be declared before 
t he sowing reason. 

Yo·U'l·~ ~1~?7"tf'.)!.} 
PARDI CONFERENCE 

A Conference of the Intern at ion a I 
F arm Youth Exchangees of Bombay 
Stat.e was h elrl at P ardi to consider 
t.he u t. i I isat ion of the services of tlw 
.von n;:: farmers in t.he dc1·<' lop men t of 
th<' rural c·ommnnit.~· . 

In <tn gnrat in~ the Conference Dr . 
P. S. D eshmnkh , Union Minister for 
Coopemtion praised the efforts of t he 
organiser~ of the meet ing . Address
in!£ t h r young farmers Dr. Deshmukh 
~;a irl, " If we build up inte lligent 
lea ders who c-an adv ise villagers in 
\mpr·<>l' erl .m othorlsof ~arming, mar· 
ket. ing anrl home makmg only then 
our p ln.ns ca.n s ti cceeci". Such lea der
ship c·an only be sustained by suita ble 
im;ti t.u t.~on.; ost<th I ish ed in v i I! ages . 
He Ra id tlutt was why it was so impor
tant to builrlnp t.JH• Y.F.A. in Com
munity D a1Te lopment a nd N .E.S. 
ltl'eRS. 

Dr. P . S. Deshmukh esamining prize specimens at the 
mango show held at Pardi ConFerence, 

Thr Const it ut ion of B ombay 
Young F<trm ers ' Assor ia t ion II' HS a i::;o 
npprm·ed in this m rcti ng. 

The Confercn rc· II' as h e lrl at t h e 
or <' ha rd of Shri J a l Bhiladll'a Ia who 
is a m ember of th<' Y.F.A.I. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF RURAL YOUTH 

Shri N. Basu , Secretary, Young 
Fatmers' Association , India wi II 
lead the Indian Delegation to t h e 
Second Internat iona l Confer en ce of 
Rura l Yuoth being he ld at B e irut 
(Lebanon) from August 25. 

D e legates from 40 countri es re
presenting 160 rural yo uth nrgan isa
zations a re exp ected to attend the 
Confet'ence. The Conference will dis
cuss organisat ion a l <tncl oth er pro
blems relating to rum! youth move
ment . 

This Conference is or~ <lll isrd 
under t he a uspices of Wor lrl 
Assembly of Youth whi ch is an nr l
,. iso ry body of the U n 'ted Nat ionf<. 

YOUNG FARMERS MOVEMENT 
IN MADRAS 

The Madms Go1·ernmen t has 
<lee ided to employ profita b lv the 
se r v ices of t h e youths train eel in the 
United State under the International 
F a rm Youth Exchange Programme 
in building up Farm Youth Organi
sat ion. 

The Director of Extension and 
Tmining has suggested t hat t he Ex
ch a ngees' advan ced training i'nU.S.A. 
should be made use of in orga nising 
Young Farmers' C lubs in the 
Nat iona I Extension Serv i<'e Blocks 
and to impart lectures on Youth 
activ iti es to tlH' Village L eve l 
Workers under training in the rura l 
Extens ion Training Centres. 

KRISHAK SAMACHA R 



DR. DESHMUKH INAUGURATES 
ORANGE GROWERS' 

COOPERATIVE 

Dr. P . S. Deshmukh, Union Minister 
for Cooperation , speaking in the Jagpm· 
Orange Growers' Co-opera tive Asso
cia tion , which he inaugurated on July 
12 said that within t he last five yean; 
t he acreage uncle.r focdgrains, cotton . 
oilseeds, suga rcane a nd other agri cul 
t ura l commodit ies had increased from 
L2 to :30 percent and production had 
ri i'len to a high leve l in India . 

H e said t he .Japanese met.bod of 
p addy cultivatio11 introdu ced in only 
-WO,OOO acres in the first year would 
11 0 11· be ex tended t o ;}50,000 arreR. 
Despi te t he >;cep t icif.m of some experts 
in thr early stages , this met.hod had 
y ielded nea rly 17! maund R per acre . 
At vresent , 730 lakh acres wr re under 
ri ce cul t ivation a nd t his nmr method 
II'HR r x pected to ue applied in most 
a reas in futu re. 

H e Raid t hnt sugarcane had ;dso 
rn~ istered a n in creaf'e of 37 t per cent, 
in production Oll'ing t o in creased usr 
of :tmmoninm sulphate . 

He sa id t hat t he cooperative prin
ciple in production and marketing 
was CR.oen t ia l for progress n nrl 1·hat 
the Union Government would ex tend 
a ll h elp to orange cul t ivators. 

CANE GROWERS ' MEET 
IN NEW DELHI 

A meeting of the Council of t he All 
India Cane Growers' F ederation was 
held on July 20 in New Delhi. 

Addressing the cane growers Dr. 
P . S. Deshmukh, Union Minist er for 
Co-opera tion said t hat the cane growers 
shou kl strengthen t heir organisat ion 
for agri culturrtl ad vancement and for 
t heir own betterment . H e said t hat 
he was not speaking to t hem in t he 
t:apacity of a. mi nister but as a fri end 
of fa rmers. The great est need was to 
bring I ife to their organisat:on nnd 
pnt it on a sound footing . 

Ch. BrahmPerlmsh lVL P . supported 
the suggestion for t he establishment of 
a Price Fixation Board which was de
manded by many sp eakers. H e a I so 
praised the effortt> of Dr. P . S. D esh
mukh for the wr lfare of the fa rmer and 
said t ha t in times to come t he people 
will r ea lizc the importance of the 
Fa rmers' Forum whi eh Dr. De!:~hmukli 
had established. 

AUGUST 1957 

Ear lier_ Shri La l Singh , President 
of 1he F edEr, tion welcomed Dr! P. S. 
Ucshm ukh and t ha nked him for comin~ 
to add res~ the me( i in!! a nd gave a 
brief account of th e F ederation's pur
pose and progress. 

SOIL TESTING LABORATORIES 

Twenty-four soil testing la bora
tories are heing estab lished in diffe
rent States to evalua te man nria l 
schedules fo r different soil s on t he 
basis of rapid test !". 

The Laboratorif's a re at Nagpur 
(Bom bay) , Calcutta (West Benga l), 
Poona (Bombay), Coimbat or f' (Madras), 
Sabour (Bihar ), Luclhiana (Punja b), 
Cut tack (Orissa), Rajemler Nagar 
J!"arm , Hydera bad (Andhra Pradesh) , 
Bangalorf' (Mysore), Nabha (Pun ja b) , 
Trin 1ndrum (K erR.la), Gwalior (Madhya 
P rarlesh ), Simla (Him rwhal Pradesh ), 
:tnd t h e [ndian Agri enl tnra l HeRen rch 
fm;titnte, Ne w Delhi . 

The' remttining lO In boratories would 
be opened at t he following placfs : 

D amocla r Valley Corporation, 
H azaribagh (Bihar ), Aga rtal R. (Tripura ), 
K otah (Ra jasthan), l3apatla (Andhra 
Pradesh ), R a jkot (Bombay) , J abalpur 
(Mndh ya Pradesh), Centra l Tobacco 
R esearch Institute (Ra.jamundry) , 
Coffee R esea rch Board , Bollihanur 
(1\Iysorf>), K anpur (Uttar P ra desh) , 
and .Jorhat (Assam ). 

The sites ha ve been se lectecl so as 
to give at leagt one laborat ory to 
ea,ch Sta te . 

UNIFIED REVENUE CODE FOR 
MADHYA PRADESH 

Different Land Reven ue and Te
nancy Acts a re now in force in variouR 
units which comprise the new Stat e 
of Madhya Pradesh. lt is. necessary 
to havr one u nified Land .ReYenue 
and Tenancy Law for t he entire Sta te . 
To ac hieve this object , an Officer oo 
Specia l Duty has been appointed f( r 
bringing about the intEgration and ur.c 
tication of the existing-Land R eYenu e 
and Tenancy Lmrs keLpi ng in Yiew 
local peeuli nritic:s and existing rights, 
at present enjoyed by the land holders 
a nd t enants, under t he ir resp ective 
la ws. 

The State of 1\rndh va P radesh has 
;{5,230,000 ncreH of cultiva ble land 
a nd 7S p<' rcent of her 2G mi ll ion people 
havr agricul t ure ns t he mainst ay of 
t heir lirelihood. 

TUREWELLS IN HTHAR 
& PUNJAB 

Dr. P .S . Deshmukh , Minister for Co 
opera tion disc lrsecl in Lok Sabha, why 
in certain a reas in Bihar and Punjab 
the existing irrigation facilities for 
tu be 11·ells " ·ere not being fully utilized . 

H e sa id that the main reasons f ()l' 
t his were the highEr tubewel1 irriga
t ion rates charged by t he Govern 
ments as compared to the existing 
cana l wat er 1'<1 t es . Other ehief contri
butory factors were lack of sustained 
supply of e lectri e powEr for running 
the tubewells and lack of ehannels. 

The Minister said th n,t the Centra l 
Government had written to the two 
Sta te Gonrnments and they had now 
appointed committees to look into 
t his matter . Th,ey a lso orden d certain 
rednetion in t.he r ates. 

COOPERATIVE FARMING 

Shri A. P . . Jain , Union MinistEr for 
:Food and Agriculture sa id in LokSabha 
t ha t denlopment of coopera tive farming 
should be the pa ttern of farming in the 
~oun~ry. H e said tha t cooperative 
fa rmmg II'Oulcl not be imposed on thf' 
people .but wonlrl be brought about hy 
persunswn . 

Winding up the deba te on his 
Ministry's demands for grants t ota lling 
R s. 133 crc res which the Lok Sabha 
voted , Shri .Jain told the H ouse that. 
the only solution to the problems of 
uneconomic holdings was the forma
tion of cooperative farms which, 
among other things, would increase 
production. 

H e made it clear 1ha t the proposed 
method would not be like the collec
t ive fa rming in the Soviet Union 
whne a farmer lost his individuality. 
What he had in mind was to have a 
fairly small cooperative where fa r
mers might ha ve an intimat e knowlEdge 
of one another, cooperate and work 
together . 

i::lhri J a in declared thnt the agri
culturists must get a fair .price for 
their produce because a fair price 
a lone would serve aR an incentive 
for them to produce more. 

H e said that while the prices of' 
fooclgrains had gone up, they had not 
gone up to an "alarming exte"Pt ", 
as complained by some. · ' 
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I.F.A.P. CONFERENCE 1 

The Tenth Anniversary of the Irt
ternational Federation of Agricultural 
Producers was celebrated at Purdue 
University of India na in U. S. A. 
The n..eeting was attended by 200 farm 
leaders from 25 nations representing 
35,000,000 farm families , who said the 
choice obviously was for more inter
national co-operat ion and t hey offered 
a concrete way to achieve c loser 
internat iona I harmony on trade in 
farm products. 

Shri K . D. Sharma, Secretary 
F<Lrmers' Forum, India and Indian 
Farm Leaders who have gone on a 
study tour of U.S.A . attended the 
conference. 

JF AP President 
Shd John Andrew 

STUDY OF FAMILY FARMS 

The Agrimltural Research Service 
of the U. S. Depariment of Agriculture, 
has made a detailed study of "family 
farm~ in a changing ecomomy". Ac
cordu~g to the results of the analysis 
part-time and residential fitrms have 
increased by nearly 600,000 in the 
quarter century from 1930-54 but num
ber of subsistence farms has dro!Jped 
from half a million, 25 years ago, to 
2,00,000. Commercial farms are fewer 
in number but larger in size because 
of mechanization and other techno
logical improvements . 

Britain 

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETY MEDAL 

While urging that there should be 
more effective f:o.operation among 
governments, the farm leaders from 
cYery continent said that farm orga
nization officials also should be consult
ed frequently on suc h problems. 

After the Tenth Atmiversary 
The importance attached to the 

improvement of livestock by artificial 
insemination from pedigree sires was 
reflected at the Royal Agricultural 
Show at Norwich, Norfolk, on July 3, 
when a special award was made to 
Dr. A . Walton, of the Animal Research 
Station at Cambridge. The award
the Royal Agricultural Society's Re
search Medal and a cheq ue for 100 
gu0eas-was presented by Queen 
Ehzabeth during her officia I visit to 
Norwich. 

The ceremony ·. :as held imme
cliately before the I F .A.P. Conference 
began. Special messages from President 
Eisenhower and U. N . Secretary 
General wue read on this occasion. 

Addressing the meeting Shri B. R. 
Sen , Director-General of the Food 
and Agricultural Organisation said that 
to a larg~ extent the so called surplus 
problem JS but the reverse of inade
quate purchasing power of millions of 
underfed and ill-clothed people who 
are too poor to buy the goods they 
'~o~ld like to obtain. It is only by re
hevmg poverty through economic 
Clevelopment, leading to higher in
comes that the vicious circle can be 
broken. 

He :;aid that there was hardly a 
government in the world today, whether 
exporting or importing , whicfl. d id not 
in one way or another regulate the pro
duction prices or trade of agricultural 
commodities : support measures had 
brought an added secuity to the 
farmer and also an added stability to 
market prices. It wr s however evident 
that some of those benefits had also 
been obtained at a heavy cost in •terms 
of extra price rigidities sectionalized 
markets and other barriers to the 
free movement of goods. It wnsgood 
that the farming community of the 
worlds' was '&tudying those questions 
aided ' by the enlighte'ned · leadrehip of 
t.he I:F.A.P. · 
- ---- ----- -

Celebrations the Ninth Ordinary General 
Meeting of the J. F. A . P . was held . 
In this meeting Shri J ohn Andrew of 
New Zealand was re-elected the Pre
l' ident of the I.F .A.P. 

Three Vice-Presidents were al•·o 
chosen on this occasion. They are 
Shti Nils Westermark (Finland) 
Shri J ames Patton (U. S. A.) , and 
Shri A. Conix (Belgium). Among the 
nine members of the Executive Com
mittee, formed at Purdue meeting are 
Shri S. M. Wahi a member of 
the Governing Body of the F armers' 
Forum , India. 

The I. F. A. P. delegates decided to 
hold the next conference in 1958 at 
BrusRels, Belgium. 

The meeting a lso received an in
vitation to hold its 1960 meeting in 
India . While recognizing that a 
final decision about it can only be taken 
at. Brussels Conference the delegates 
felt that several factors including 
weather would indicate thr. best time 
for a meeting in Inclia would be 
October. 

During the Purdue Conference two 
farm organizations from Tm1isia became 
new members of I.F.A.P . They are 
National Agricultet:rs Tunisiens and 
the Union Tunisienne Confederation 
Generale del ' Agriculture. This 
brings I .F A.P. membership up to 43 
Farm Organizations in 26 countries. 
The Farmers' Forum, India is also a 
member of the L F. A. P. 

Dr. Wa I ton's researches into the 
storing and t.ransporta tion of semen 
helped to make it possible for prize 
bulls and rams in the United Kingdom 
to father sturdy offspring of cows and 
sheep in places as far apart as 
Argentina, Australia, and Africa. 

The attendance at the Royal Show 
have been breaking records, . with the 
number of oversea visitors exceeding 
all exJ?ectations. Up to 4th July, 48 
countnes h :: d been represented by 
more than 2,000 visitors from overseas. 
The attractions at Norwich were not 
only the pedigree livestock , but also 
the exhibition of the most up-to-date 
and efficient agricultural machinery. 
Egypt 

LAND FOR LANDLESS 

Last month nearly 20,578 acres of 
.cmd was distributed all over the 
country to landless peasants by the 
Egyptian Government's Agrarian 
Reform Department. Since the land 
reform law was passed in 1952, land held 
by those owning five acres or less has 
risen from 15 to 50 percent. 
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